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General Information

Important Academic Dates
Information about important academic dates including deadlines for withdrawing from units are
available at https://www.mq.edu.au/study/calendar-of-dates

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

Unit convenor and teaching staff
Michael Olson
michael.olson@mq.edu.au
W6A, Room 723
by appointment

Credit points
3

Prerequisites
12cp or admission to GDipArts

Corequisites

Co-badged status

Unit description
What is the relationship between philosophy, art, and literature? What can paintings, music,
novels, and poems tell us about perception, emotion, language, and meaning? Can art and
literature do philosophy?
The unit examines some of the classic problems in the philosophy of art (aesthetics), as well
as contemporary theories of art, culture, cognition, and emotion. We investigate the nature of
art and explore how our experience of art and literature offer a way of understanding the self
and broadening our cognitive engagement with the world. We begin with the core problems of
beauty and pleasure, examining whether aesthetic judgments about art are merely subjective
or in some sense objective. We consider the nature of aesthetic experience, exploring how art
engages our perception, emotion, imagination, and cognition. We explore how literary texts
can stage complex philosophical thought experiments or explore ethical problems or moral
questions in depth and detail.
Finally, we consider the idea that art and literature can explore philosophical issues in their
own right and exercise our moral imagination in complex ways. These philosophical theories
will be examined in conjunction with a discussion of contemporary works in a variety of media
from painting and music to novels and poetry.
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Acquire the conceptual and cultural tools to appreciate and discuss a range of art

objects.

Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued

philosophical discussion in an essay format.

Interpret and examine developments in contemporary aesthetics.

Analyse and explore the relationship between theory and practice in contemporary art

and culture.

Apply philosophical aesthetic theories to specific art examples.

Actively participate in group discussion in tutorials (including online discussion).

General Assessment Information

Assessment Tasks
Name Weighting Due

Participation 15% Ongoing

Art Reflections 25% Ongoing

Online Quizzes 25% Ongoing

Essay 35% Week 13

Participation
Due: Ongoing
Weighting: 15%

Both lecture and tutorials are important sites of individual and group learning. Students are
expected to attend at least 75% of class meetings (including lectures and tutorials); failure to do
so will result in a failing participation mark. If you do not intend to participate fully and in person
in the unit, you should consider a different enrollment option.

On successful completion you will be able to:
• Acquire the conceptual and cultural tools to appreciate and discuss a range of art

objects.

Assessments deadlines are hard deadlines. Late work will not be accepted. If you have
concerns about your ability to complete the work on time, contact me no less than 24 hours
before the deadline.

All work should be submitted via ilearn.
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• Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued

philosophical discussion in an essay format.

• Interpret and examine developments in contemporary aesthetics.

• Apply philosophical aesthetic theories to specific art examples.

• Actively participate in group discussion in tutorials (including online discussion).

Art Reflections
Due: Ongoing
Weighting: 25%

In weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10, each student will post an image of a work of art to an online
discussion forum on ilearn. Along with this image, she will post a 200-300 word reflection on
what she finds interesting about the work she has chosen.

These posts will be marked on a pass/fail basis.

On successful completion you will be able to:
• Acquire the conceptual and cultural tools to appreciate and discuss a range of art

objects.

• Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued

philosophical discussion in an essay format.

• Interpret and examine developments in contemporary aesthetics.

• Analyse and explore the relationship between theory and practice in contemporary art

and culture.

• Apply philosophical aesthetic theories to specific art examples.

Online Quizzes
Due: Ongoing
Weighting: 25%

In Weeks 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11, students will complete short online quizzes on the unit readings.

On successful completion you will be able to:
• Acquire the conceptual and cultural tools to appreciate and discuss a range of art

objects.

• Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued

philosophical discussion in an essay format.

Essay
Due: Week 13

Unit guide PHL 250 Philosophy of Art and Literature

https://unitguides.mq.edu.au/unit_offerings/45964/unit_guide/print 4



Weighting: 35%

In the final essay, students will use the critical methods and aesthetic insights discussed over the
course of the term to analyse a work of art of her own choosing. This essay, which should be
approximately 2000 words, will be workshopped in a peer review exercise in tutorial in Week 13.

On successful completion you will be able to:
• Acquire the conceptual and cultural tools to appreciate and discuss a range of art

objects.

• Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued

philosophical discussion in an essay format.

• Interpret and examine developments in contemporary aesthetics.

• Analyse and explore the relationship between theory and practice in contemporary art

and culture.

• Apply philosophical aesthetic theories to specific art examples.

Delivery and Resources
CLASSES
For lecture times and classrooms please consult the MQ Timetable website:
http://www.timetables.mq.edu.au. This website will display up-to-date information on your
classes and classroom locations.

Times and Locations for Lectures and Tutorials

• Lectures: 2 x 1 hour lectures

• Lecture 1: Tuesday 11am-12pm (X5B 039)

• Lecture 2: Friday 12pm-1pm (W6B 325)

• Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour tutorial [N.B. Tutorials begin in Week 2!]

• EITHER Tutorial 1: Tuesday 12pm-1pm (W5C 334)

• OR Tutorial 2: Friday 1pm-2pm (W5C 334)

LECTURE AND TUTORIAL ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY

REQUIRED AND RECOMMENDED TEXTS AND/OR
MATERIALS
Weekly readings will be available via iLearn.

Electronic Resources

There are some excellent online resources that will be useful for browsing through images of
works of art you are not already familiar with. These will be particularly useful for your semi-
weekly writings about specific works. Here are a couple excellent websites that provide high
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Unit Schedule

quality images of a broad range of art works:

• Google Art Project, https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/u/0/project/art-project

• WikiArt, http://www.wikiart.org

Further electronic resources, including articles, websites, and images, will be made available via
the PHL250 Aesthetics ilearn website.

UNIT WEBPAGE AND TECHNOLOGY USED AND
REQUIRED
Online units can be accessed at: http://learn.mq.edu.au

The unit uses the following technology: iLearn website; ilecture recordings; online discussion
boards; weblinks, etc.

Week
1

Art as Imitation: Ancient Perspectives

Readings:

Plato, Republic, [from] Book X (595-608b)

Aristotle, Poetics, Books 1-6, trans. M. Heath (London: Penguin, 1996), 3-20.

Week
2

Art as Imitation: Modern Perspectives

Readings:

Giorgio Vasari, [from] The Lives of the Artists, trans. J.C. Bondanella and P. Bondanella (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998),
3-6, 47-58, 277-283.

Oscar Wilde, "The Decay of Lying," in The Complete Writings of Oscar Wilde, vol. 7 (New York: The Nottingham Society,
1909), 3-57.

Week
3

The Limits of Artistic Imitation

Reading:

E.H. Gombrich, “From Light into Paint,” in Art and Illusion: A Study in the Psychology of Pictorial Representation (London: Phaidon,
1984), 26-51.

Gombrich, “Truth and the Stereotype,” in Art and Illusion, 52-73.

Week
4

Imitating, Copying, Forgery

Readings:

Laurie Adams, “Traitor or Forger: Van Meegeren v. Vermeer,” in Art on Trial: From Whistler to Rothko (New York: Walker and Co.,
1976), 115-140.

Alfred Lessing, “What Is Wrong with a Forgery?,” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, Vol. 23, No. 4 (Summer 1965),
461-471.

Nelson Goodman, “Authenticity and Art,” in The Languages of Art: An Approach to a Theory of Symbols (Indianapolis: Bobbs-
Merrill, 1968), 99-123.
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Week
5

Originals and Copies

Reading:

Walter Benjamin, “Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproducibility,” in Illuminations, ed. Hannah Arendt, trans. Harry Zohn (New York:
Schocken Books: 2008), 217-251.

Week
6

Taste and Aesthetic Judgment

Readings:

Montesquieu, [from] “An Essay on Taste,” in A. Gerrard, An Essay on Taste (Edinburgh: 1764), 249-266.

David Hume, “Of the Standard of Taste,” in The Philosophical Works of David Hume, ed. T.H. Green and T.H. Grose, 4 vols.
(London: Longman, Green, 1874-75), vol. 3, 246-273.

Week
7

Another Taste

Readings:

Immanuel Kant, Critique of the Power of Judgment, trans. P. Guyer and E. Matthews (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2001, 89-127.

Mid-semester Break

Week
8

Kant after Duchamp

Readings:

Thierry De Duve, “Kant after Duchamp,” in Kant After Duchamp (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1997), 282-325.

Week
9

The Logic of Modern Art

Readings:

Clement Greenberg, "Modernist Painting," Forum Lectures (Washington, D. C.: Voice of America), 1960.

Greenberg,"Avant-Garde and Kitsch." Partisan Review. vol. 6, no. 5 (1939), 34-49

Week
10

The Autonomy of Art

Readings:

Peter Lamarque, “The Uselessness of Art,” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, Vol. 68, No. 3 (Summer 2010), 205-214

Rosalind Krauss, “Sculpture in the Expanded Field,” in The Originality of the Avant-Garde and Other Modernist Myths (Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press, 2002), 276-290.

Week
11

Historical Criticism: Challenging the Autonomy of Art

Readings:

T. J. Clark, “The Conditions of Artistic Creation,” TLS: Times Literary Supplement (24 May 1974): 561–62

Clark “Painting in the Year 2,” Representations, No. 47, Special Issue: National Cultures before Nationalism (Summer,
1994), 13-63.

Week
12

Art and Society

Readings:

Theodor Adorno, “Society,” from Aesthetic Theory, ed. G. Adorno ad R. Tiedemann, trans. R. Hullot-Kentor (London: Continuum,
1997), 225-26.
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Policies and Procedures

Student Support

Week
13

Review

Macquarie University policies and procedures are accessible from Policy Central. Students
should be aware of the following policies in particular with regard to Learning and Teaching:

Academic Honesty Policy http://mq.edu.au/policy/docs/academic_honesty/policy.html

Assessment Policy http://mq.edu.au/policy/docs/assessment/policy.html

Grading Policy http://mq.edu.au/policy/docs/grading/policy.html

Grade Appeal Policy http://mq.edu.au/policy/docs/gradeappeal/policy.html

Grievance Management Policy http://mq.edu.au/policy/docs/grievance_management/policy.html

Disruption to Studies Policy http://www.mq.edu.au/policy/docs/disruption_studies/policy.html The
Disruption to Studies Policy is effective from March 3 2014 and replaces the Special
Consideration Policy.

In addition, a number of other policies can be found in the Learning and Teaching Category of
Policy Central.

Student Code of Conduct
Macquarie University students have a responsibility to be familiar with the Student Code of
Conduct: https://students.mq.edu.au/support/student_conduct/

Results
Results shown in iLearn, or released directly by your Unit Convenor, are not confirmed as they
are subject to final approval by the University. Once approved, final results will be sent to your
student email address and will be made available in eStudent. For more information visit ask.m
q.edu.au.

Macquarie University provides a range of support services for students. For details, visit http://stu
dents.mq.edu.au/support/

Learning Skills
Learning Skills (mq.edu.au/learningskills) provides academic writing resources and study
strategies to improve your marks and take control of your study.

• Workshops

• StudyWise

• Academic Integrity Module for Students

• Ask a Learning Adviser
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Student Services and Support

Student Enquiries

IT Help

Graduate Capabilities
Creative and Innovative
Our graduates will also be capable of creative thinking and of creating knowledge. They will be
imaginative and open to experience and capable of innovation at work and in the community. We
want them to be engaged in applying their critical, creative thinking.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Acquire the conceptual and cultural tools to appreciate and discuss a range of art

objects.

• Analyse and explore the relationship between theory and practice in contemporary art

and culture.

• Apply philosophical aesthetic theories to specific art examples.

Assessment tasks
• Participation

• Art Reflections

• Online Quizzes

• Essay

Capable of Professional and Personal Judgement and Initiative
We want our graduates to have emotional intelligence and sound interpersonal skills and to
demonstrate discernment and common sense in their professional and personal judgement.
They will exercise initiative as needed. They will be capable of risk assessment, and be able to
handle ambiguity and complexity, enabling them to be adaptable in diverse and changing
environments.

Students with a disability are encouraged to contact the Disability Service who can provide
appropriate help with any issues that arise during their studies.

For all student enquiries, visit Student Connect at ask.mq.edu.au

For help with University computer systems and technology, visit http://informatics.mq.edu.au/hel
p/.

When using the University's IT, you must adhere to the Acceptable Use Policy. The policy
applies to all who connect to the MQ network including students.
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This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued

philosophical discussion in an essay format.

• Actively participate in group discussion in tutorials (including online discussion).

Assessment tasks
• Participation

• Art Reflections

• Online Quizzes

• Essay

Commitment to Continuous Learning
Our graduates will have enquiring minds and a literate curiosity which will lead them to pursue
knowledge for its own sake. They will continue to pursue learning in their careers and as they
participate in the world. They will be capable of reflecting on their experiences and relationships
with others and the environment, learning from them, and growing - personally, professionally
and socially.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcome
• Actively participate in group discussion in tutorials (including online discussion).

Assessment task
• Participation

Discipline Specific Knowledge and Skills
Our graduates will take with them the intellectual development, depth and breadth of knowledge,
scholarly understanding, and specific subject content in their chosen fields to make them
competent and confident in their subject or profession. They will be able to demonstrate, where
relevant, professional technical competence and meet professional standards. They will be able
to articulate the structure of knowledge of their discipline, be able to adapt discipline-specific
knowledge to novel situations, and be able to contribute from their discipline to inter-disciplinary
solutions to problems.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Acquire the conceptual and cultural tools to appreciate and discuss a range of art

objects.

• Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued
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philosophical discussion in an essay format.

• Interpret and examine developments in contemporary aesthetics.

• Analyse and explore the relationship between theory and practice in contemporary art

and culture.

• Apply philosophical aesthetic theories to specific art examples.

Assessment tasks
• Participation

• Art Reflections

• Online Quizzes

• Essay

Critical, Analytical and Integrative Thinking
We want our graduates to be capable of reasoning, questioning and analysing, and to integrate
and synthesise learning and knowledge from a range of sources and environments; to be able to
critique constraints, assumptions and limitations; to be able to think independently and
systemically in relation to scholarly activity, in the workplace, and in the world. We want them to
have a level of scientific and information technology literacy.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Acquire the conceptual and cultural tools to appreciate and discuss a range of art

objects.

• Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued

philosophical discussion in an essay format.

• Interpret and examine developments in contemporary aesthetics.

• Analyse and explore the relationship between theory and practice in contemporary art

and culture.

• Apply philosophical aesthetic theories to specific art examples.

Assessment tasks
• Participation

• Art Reflections

• Online Quizzes

• Essay

Problem Solving and Research Capability
Our graduates should be capable of researching; of analysing, and interpreting and assessing
data and information in various forms; of drawing connections across fields of knowledge; and
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they should be able to relate their knowledge to complex situations at work or in the world, in
order to diagnose and solve problems. We want them to have the confidence to take the initiative
in doing so, within an awareness of their own limitations.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued

philosophical discussion in an essay format.

• Interpret and examine developments in contemporary aesthetics.

• Apply philosophical aesthetic theories to specific art examples.

Assessment tasks
• Participation

• Art Reflections

• Online Quizzes

• Essay

Effective Communication
We want to develop in our students the ability to communicate and convey their views in forms
effective with different audiences. We want our graduates to take with them the capability to
read, listen, question, gather and evaluate information resources in a variety of formats, assess,
write clearly, speak effectively, and to use visual communication and communication
technologies as appropriate.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Find, analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources and present a well-argued

philosophical discussion in an essay format.

• Analyse and explore the relationship between theory and practice in contemporary art

and culture.

• Apply philosophical aesthetic theories to specific art examples.

• Actively participate in group discussion in tutorials (including online discussion).

Assessment tasks
• Participation

• Art Reflections

• Online Quizzes

• Essay
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Engaged and Ethical Local and Global citizens
As local citizens our graduates will be aware of indigenous perspectives and of the nation's
historical context. They will be engaged with the challenges of contemporary society and with
knowledge and ideas. We want our graduates to have respect for diversity, to be open-minded,
sensitive to others and inclusive, and to be open to other cultures and perspectives: they should
have a level of cultural literacy. Our graduates should be aware of disadvantage and social
justice, and be willing to participate to help create a wiser and better society.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcome
• Actively participate in group discussion in tutorials (including online discussion).

Assessment task
• Participation

Socially and Environmentally Active and Responsible
We want our graduates to be aware of and have respect for self and others; to be able to work
with others as a leader and a team player; to have a sense of connectedness with others and
country; and to have a sense of mutual obligation. Our graduates should be informed and active
participants in moving society towards sustainability.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcome
• Actively participate in group discussion in tutorials (including online discussion).

Assessment task
• Participation
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