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General Information

Important Academic Dates
Information about important academic dates including deadlines for withdrawing from units are
available at https://www.mq.edu.au/study/calendar-of-dates

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

Gain an appreciation of the theory and practice of the development assessment process

in NSW.

Unit convenor and teaching staff
Lecturer/convenor
Linda Kelly
linda.kelly@mq.edu.au
W3A 433

Lecturer
Miriam Williams
miriam.williams@mq.edu.au
W3A 431

Credit points
3

Prerequisites
12cp at 100 level or above

Corequisites

Co-badged status

Unit description
This unit examines the local government approval process, the associated appeals process,
the development of Development Control Plans (DCPs), Local Environmental Plans (LEPs)
and State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs). This planning and development process
is examined across a number of local governments within New South Wales as an exemplar
of the implementation of the planning process in any jurisdiction. A series of case studies is
developed to display the daily experiences of planners working within local government.
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Develop a rudimentary understanding of planning law and relevant planning instruments.

Develop plan reading skills.

Communicate effectively verbally and visually.

General Assessment Information

Assessment Tasks
Name Weighting Hurdle Due

Role of Planning - Melbourne 30% No 28 March Week 5

Place-making evaluation 30% No 2 May Week 8

Development determination 30% No 6 June Week 13

Planning in the media 10% No throughout semester

Role of Planning - Melbourne
Due: 28 March Week 5
Weighting: 30%

Provide a 1,500 word critical overview of the Hoddle subdivision that established the plan for the
city of Melbourne in 1837. In particular consider:

• Ownership and use of the land

• Physical and notional boundaries

• Historical basis for the subdivision, ie was there an example from elsewhere that was the

basis of the plan?

• What was the role of planning in establishing Melbourne?

• Legacy of the layout today. What features remain?

Images of historic and current plans, and photos may be included.

Detailed assessment criteria and additional resources will be made available on iLearn.

Late Submission Penalty

Unless a Special Consideration request has been submitted and approved,

(a) a penalty for lateness will apply - two marks out of 100 will be deducted per day for
assignments submitted after the due date, and

(b) no assignment will be accepted more than seven days (including weekends) after the original
submission deadline. No late submissions will be accepted for timed assessments - eg quizzes,
online tests.
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On successful completion you will be able to:
• Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

• Communicate effectively verbally and visually.

Place-making evaluation
Due: 2 May Week 8
Weighting: 30%

In this assignment you are to select a completed place-making project in NSW and evaluate it by
addressing the following headings:

Overview:

• Drawing on the academic literature on place-making, broadly overview the nature and

practice of place-making

• Describe the aims and objectives of your selected place-making project

Background and context of the place-making project:

• Provide some background and context for the project (e.g. why has the particular site

been selected, why is the project taking place, does the site have significant history?)

• Planning context: what is the relationship between the place-making project and local

government and/or state government planning documentation?

Implementation processes:

• Who has been involved in the design of the project (consultancies, local government,

local residents etc?)

• What community consultation and engagement practices have been part of the project?

• What are the steps involved in the project?

Evaluation:

• Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the project by drawing on the four qualities

identified by the Project for Public Spaces that make great places: sociability; uses and

activities; access and linkages; and comfort and image (see https://www.pps.org/article/

grplacefeat)

• Discuss the outcomes of the place-making project and how it might evolve into the future

You may include referenced pictures of the place-making project.

In order to complete this evaluation you are required to draw upon at least two peer-reviewed
academic texts on place-making. Some suggestions for potential resources will be provided on
the iLearn site.
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Detailed assessment criteria will be made available on the iLearn site for this course.

On successful completion you will be able to:
• Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

• Gain an appreciation of the theory and practice of the development assessment process

in NSW.

• Develop a rudimentary understanding of planning law and relevant planning instruments.

• Communicate effectively verbally and visually.

Development determination
Due: 6 June Week 13
Weighting: 30%

Attend and prepare a record of a meeting of a local Planning Panel at a local council. You are to
consider the process of development assessment and determination in this meeting. Select a
Planning Panel meeting date to attend and focus on a particular development application.

Your report should include:

A background statement addressing the name of the Panel, the local council, the location, time
and date of meeting. What was on the agenda (ie how many items?) and the details of the
application you’re focusing on. Who are the members of the Panel?

Details of the development application to be determined –

1. What is the proposed development?

2. What planning instruments and DCPs apply to the development?

3. Is the development permissible? Does it meet the zone objectives? What are the

development standards that apply? Does the development comply with them? If not,

what is the extent of the non-compliance?

4. Were there any objections to the development? What were the issues?

5. Reading the Officer’s Planning Report, what were the main planning issues with this

application and how were they to be resolved?

6. Why did the matter need to be referred to the Planning Panel?

Panel Meeting

1. Who spoke on your matter? eg, architect, applicant, owner, planning consultant,

objector/s.

2. What matters did they raise?

3. Were there any questions from the Panel? What were they?

4. How long was the matter before the Panel?
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5. Was the decision consistent with the Officer’s Recommendation? What changes, if any,

were made by the Panel in its determination of the application?

Critical Reflection

1. What did you think of the process? Was it open and transparent?

2. Did you understand what was happening?

3. Do you think people who attended the meeting got a fair hearing?

4. Was the meeting well-run and professional?

5. Was the process as you expected?

On successful completion you will be able to:
• Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

• Gain an appreciation of the theory and practice of the development assessment process

in NSW.

• Develop a rudimentary understanding of planning law and relevant planning instruments.

• Develop plan reading skills.

• Communicate effectively verbally and visually.

Planning in the media
Due: throughout semester
Weighting: 10%

There are two parts to this assessment - a presentation to the class on news and issues in the
local media relating to planning in a given week; and a cumulative reflection of the presentations
of others throughout the semester.

Media Presentation

Students will be allocated a week to present a short 3 minute presentation on an article related to
a planning issue/policy/strategy that has appeared in the media that week. The oral presentation
will take place in class time and be worth 5% of the final mark.

Reflection Portfolio

Date due: Wednesday June 6 (Week 13)

Weighting: 5%

Word length: 800 words

Students will be required to submit a ‘reflection portfolio’. This portfolio will be comprised of eight
x 100 word weekly reflections on the media presentations of your peers. Instructions:

• Choose one presentation each week
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• Write a 100 word reflection summarising the content of a presentation on a planning

issue/strategy/policy that most stood out to you and why.

• Collate a total of 8 reflections into a single document

• Submit the 800 word document for assessment.

Students cannot submit a reflection on their own media article presentation.

Detailed assessment criteria will be available on iLearn.

On successful completion you will be able to:
• Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

• Gain an appreciation of the theory and practice of the development assessment process

in NSW.

• Communicate effectively verbally and visually.

Delivery and Resources

Unit Schedule

This unit will be co-taught by Linda Kelly and Miriam Williams on alternate weeks. Teaching
support may be provided, and on campus classes will be enhanced by presentations by guest
speakers and activities outside the classroom.

There are no texts for this unit, however, you are encouraged to read the recommended
readings below, as well as additional resources that will be posted on iLearn.

Recommended reading:

Gurran, N (2011) Australian urban land use planning: principles, systems and practice, Sydney
University Press, Sydney

Jackson, S, Porter, L & Johnson, L.C (2017), Planning in indigenous Australia, Routledge, NY

Lyster, R, Lipman, Z, Franklin, N, Wiffen, G, & Pearson, L (2016) 4th ed. Environmental and
planning law in New South Wales, The Federation Press, Annandale

Thompson, S & Maggin, P.J (eds) (2012) Planning Australia: an overview of urban and regional
planning, Cambridge University Press, Port Melbourne

Week DATE Lecture Topic Tutorial/Activity Assessment

1 28 FEB Introduction to unit

What is development?

Development in context

Describing development
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Policies and Procedures

Week DATE Lecture Topic Tutorial/Activity Assessment

2 7 MAR Planning and development - Historical basis How planning influences development

3 14 MAR Statutory planning – legal framework for
planning

Environmental Planning & Assessment Act

Understanding plans

4 21 MAR Environmental Planning Instruments –
hierarchy of development types

Example of a SEPP

5 28 MAR Development control plans Development case study

Understanding an LEP

Assessment 1 due

6 4 APR Placemaking/master planning Imagine our place: Epping & Ermington.
Introduction to Assessment 2

7 11 APR Development assessment – Part 1 Practical: step by step on how to assess a
DA

MID-SESSION BREAK

8 2 MAY Development assessment – Part 2 Practical: writing an assessment report Assessment 2 due

9 9 MAY Determination of development and
alternative pathways

Class discussion

10 16 MAY Council DA processes Virtual site visit to a Council

11 23 MAY Heritage planning and planning for diversity Class discussion

12 30 MAY Macquarie University Campus Masterplan Site visit: campus development

13 6 JUN Unit overview Assessment 3 due

Macquarie University policies and procedures are accessible from Policy Central (https://staff.m
q.edu.au/work/strategy-planning-and-governance/university-policies-and-procedures/policy-centr
al). Students should be aware of the following policies in particular with regard to Learning and
Teaching:

• Academic Appeals Policy

• Academic Integrity Policy

• Academic Progression Policy

• Assessment Policy
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Student Support

Student Services and Support

Student Enquiries

• Fitness to Practice Procedure

• Grade Appeal Policy

• Complaint Management Procedure for Students and Members of the Public

• Special Consideration Policy (Note: The Special Consideration Policy is effective from 4

December 2017 and replaces the Disruption to Studies Policy.)

Undergraduate students seeking more policy resources can visit the Student Policy Gateway (htt
ps://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/student-policy-gateway). It is your one-stop-shop for the
key policies you need to know about throughout your undergraduate student journey.

If you would like to see all the policies relevant to Learning and Teaching visit Policy Central (http
s://staff.mq.edu.au/work/strategy-planning-and-governance/university-policies-and-procedures/p
olicy-central).

Student Code of Conduct
Macquarie University students have a responsibility to be familiar with the Student Code of
Conduct: https://students.mq.edu.au/study/getting-started/student-conduct

Results
Results shown in iLearn, or released directly by your Unit Convenor, are not confirmed as they
are subject to final approval by the University. Once approved, final results will be sent to your
student email address and will be made available in eStudent. For more information visit ask.m
q.edu.au.

Macquarie University provides a range of support services for students. For details, visit http://stu
dents.mq.edu.au/support/

Learning Skills
Learning Skills (mq.edu.au/learningskills) provides academic writing resources and study
strategies to improve your marks and take control of your study.

• Workshops

• StudyWise

• Academic Integrity Module for Students

• Ask a Learning Adviser

Students with a disability are encouraged to contact the Disability Service who can provide
appropriate help with any issues that arise during their studies.

For all student enquiries, visit Student Connect at ask.mq.edu.au
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IT Help

Graduate Capabilities
Creative and Innovative
Our graduates will also be capable of creative thinking and of creating knowledge. They will be
imaginative and open to experience and capable of innovation at work and in the community. We
want them to be engaged in applying their critical, creative thinking.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcome
• Communicate effectively verbally and visually.

Assessment tasks
• Role of Planning - Melbourne

• Place-making evaluation

• Development determination

• Planning in the media

Capable of Professional and Personal Judgement and Initiative
We want our graduates to have emotional intelligence and sound interpersonal skills and to
demonstrate discernment and common sense in their professional and personal judgement.
They will exercise initiative as needed. They will be capable of risk assessment, and be able to
handle ambiguity and complexity, enabling them to be adaptable in diverse and changing
environments.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Gain an appreciation of the theory and practice of the development assessment process

in NSW.

• Develop a rudimentary understanding of planning law and relevant planning instruments.

• Develop plan reading skills.

Assessment tasks
• Place-making evaluation

For help with University computer systems and technology, visit http://www.mq.edu.au/about_us/
offices_and_units/information_technology/help/.

When using the University's IT, you must adhere to the Acceptable Use of IT Resources Policy.
The policy applies to all who connect to the MQ network including students.
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• Development determination

• Planning in the media

Commitment to Continuous Learning
Our graduates will have enquiring minds and a literate curiosity which will lead them to pursue
knowledge for its own sake. They will continue to pursue learning in their careers and as they
participate in the world. They will be capable of reflecting on their experiences and relationships
with others and the environment, learning from them, and growing - personally, professionally
and socially.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Develop plan reading skills.

• Communicate effectively verbally and visually.

Assessment tasks
• Role of Planning - Melbourne

• Place-making evaluation

• Development determination

• Planning in the media

Discipline Specific Knowledge and Skills
Our graduates will take with them the intellectual development, depth and breadth of knowledge,
scholarly understanding, and specific subject content in their chosen fields to make them
competent and confident in their subject or profession. They will be able to demonstrate, where
relevant, professional technical competence and meet professional standards. They will be able
to articulate the structure of knowledge of their discipline, be able to adapt discipline-specific
knowledge to novel situations, and be able to contribute from their discipline to inter-disciplinary
solutions to problems.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

• Gain an appreciation of the theory and practice of the development assessment process

in NSW.

• Develop a rudimentary understanding of planning law and relevant planning instruments.

• Develop plan reading skills.
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Assessment tasks
• Role of Planning - Melbourne

• Place-making evaluation

• Development determination

• Planning in the media

Critical, Analytical and Integrative Thinking
We want our graduates to be capable of reasoning, questioning and analysing, and to integrate
and synthesise learning and knowledge from a range of sources and environments; to be able to
critique constraints, assumptions and limitations; to be able to think independently and
systemically in relation to scholarly activity, in the workplace, and in the world. We want them to
have a level of scientific and information technology literacy.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

• Gain an appreciation of the theory and practice of the development assessment process

in NSW.

• Develop a rudimentary understanding of planning law and relevant planning instruments.

Assessment tasks
• Role of Planning - Melbourne

• Place-making evaluation

• Development determination

• Planning in the media

Problem Solving and Research Capability
Our graduates should be capable of researching; of analysing, and interpreting and assessing
data and information in various forms; of drawing connections across fields of knowledge; and
they should be able to relate their knowledge to complex situations at work or in the world, in
order to diagnose and solve problems. We want them to have the confidence to take the initiative
in doing so, within an awareness of their own limitations.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

• Gain an appreciation of the theory and practice of the development assessment process
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in NSW.

• Develop plan reading skills.

Assessment tasks
• Role of Planning - Melbourne

• Place-making evaluation

• Development determination

• Planning in the media

Effective Communication
We want to develop in our students the ability to communicate and convey their views in forms
effective with different audiences. We want our graduates to take with them the capability to
read, listen, question, gather and evaluate information resources in a variety of formats, assess,
write clearly, speak effectively, and to use visual communication and communication
technologies as appropriate.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcomes
• Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

• Gain an appreciation of the theory and practice of the development assessment process

in NSW.

• Develop plan reading skills.

• Communicate effectively verbally and visually.

Assessment tasks
• Role of Planning - Melbourne

• Place-making evaluation

• Development determination

• Planning in the media

Engaged and Ethical Local and Global citizens
As local citizens our graduates will be aware of indigenous perspectives and of the nation's
historical context. They will be engaged with the challenges of contemporary society and with
knowledge and ideas. We want our graduates to have respect for diversity, to be open-minded,
sensitive to others and inclusive, and to be open to other cultures and perspectives: they should
have a level of cultural literacy. Our graduates should be aware of disadvantage and social
justice, and be willing to participate to help create a wiser and better society.

This graduate capability is supported by:
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Learning outcome
• Develop a rudimentary understanding of planning law and relevant planning instruments.

Assessment tasks
• Place-making evaluation

• Development determination

Socially and Environmentally Active and Responsible
We want our graduates to be aware of and have respect for self and others; to be able to work
with others as a leader and a team player; to have a sense of connectedness with others and
country; and to have a sense of mutual obligation. Our graduates should be informed and active
participants in moving society towards sustainability.

This graduate capability is supported by:

Learning outcome
• Develop a critical literacy and first-hand experience in the field of planning and

development.

Assessment tasks
• Role of Planning - Melbourne

• Place-making evaluation

• Development determination

• Planning in the media

Changes since First Published
Date Description

06/
03/
2018

The unit guide contained an incorrect due date for Assessment 1 (23rd March which is
in week 4). This version has the correct due date which is 28th March (Week 5).
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