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Macquarie University has taken all reasonable
measures to ensure the information in this
publication is accurate and up-to-date. However,
the information may change or become out-dated
as a result of change in University policies,
procedures or rules. The University reserves the
right to make changes to any information in this
publication without notice. Users of this
publication are advised to check the website
version of this publication [or the relevant faculty
or department] before acting on any information in
this publication.
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General Information

Important Academic Dates
Information about important academic dates including deadlines for withdrawing from units are
available at https://www.mq.edu.au/study/calendar-of-dates

Unit convenor and teaching staff
MQ Convenor
Jane Williamson
jane.williamson@mq.edu.au

SIMS Convenor
Jessica Boomer
jessica.boomer@sims.org.au

Kate Barry
kate.barry@mq.edu.au

Credit points
10

Prerequisites
Admission to MMarScMgt or MConsBiol or GradDipConsBiol or MPlan or MSc or
MScInnovationBioConsMgmt

Corequisites

Co-badged status

Unit description
This unit introduces students to current research undertaken in various disciplines of marine
science in Australia. It is a multi-institutional unit taught at the Sydney Institute of Marine
Science (SIMS) with contributions from the four University partners of SIMS. Lectures and
tutorials will be taught by leading researchers in marine science. Topics cover physical and
biological oceanography, climate change, molecular ecology, aquaculture, marine biology and
marine geosciences. In practical classes, students will analyse and interpret remote-sensing
data from the Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS), which provides comprehensive
information on the biological and physical processes of Australia's coastal and oceanic
waters. This gives students hands-on experience in working with and analysing big data sets.
BIOL8770 is a core unit in Macquarie University's Master of Marine Science and Management
Degree.
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Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

ULO1: Understand the diversity of open access data and instrumentation for data

collection

ULO2: Formulate and test hypotheses within a scientific framework

ULO3: Access and managing data, including those from large datasets

ULO4: Produce and present data visually

ULO5: Evaluate and synthesise a variety of expert opinions within marine science

Assessment Tasks
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update

Assessment details are no longer provided here as a result of changes due to the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Students should consult iLearn for revised unit information.

Find out more about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and potential impacts on staff and
students

General Assessment Information
Assessment details

Details of assessments will be provided in class, on iLearn (Macquarie University's online unit
management system) and/or through the TAMS Moodle.

Assessment submission

Digital copies of all assessments will be required. Assessments will be run through Turnitin. As
assessments need to be written in the student’s own words.

Academic honesty

Plagiarism is the presentation of thoughts and work of another as one’s own.

Examples include:

• Copying thoughts or work of another without appropriate acknowledgment

• Paraphrasing another person’s work with very minor changes

• Piecing together sections of the work of others into a new document.

The majority of assessments are individual and structured to minimise (via invigilation and
Turnitin) collusion and plagiarism. Plagiarism is discussed verbally. All assessments need to be
written in the student’s own words. The penalties imposed by the University for plagiarism are
serious and may include expulsion from the University. ANY evidence of plagiarism will be dealt
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Delivery and Resources
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update

Any references to on-campus delivery below may no longer be relevant due to COVID-19.

Please check here for updated delivery information: https://ask.mq.edu.au/account/pub/
display/unit_status

with following University policy. Penalties for plagiarism will be imposed for each assessment
and clearly defined in marking grades. Further penalties imposed by the Faculty disciplinary
committee may range from a loss of all marks and the award of zero depending on the
circumstances. Assessments are run through Turnitin for plagiarism checking.

Extensions, penalties and disruption to studies

The deadlines for assignments are not negotiable. If an assignment is submitted late a penalty of
-5% of the mark allocated for the assignment will be deducted per day (i.e. 6 days late = -30% of
marks available). Submission must occur within one week (7 days) of the due date or the
assignment will not be marked.

Students absent from more than one practical class without approval will be penalised 5% of
their overall unit grade for every class missed.

If you experience a serious and unavoidable disruption to your studies and require an extension
for an assessment please submit a Disruptions to Studies notification via ask.mq.edu.au with
supporting documentation, and a Professional Authority Form completed by your health care
professional. If you anticipate as potentially serious and unavoidable disruption (e.g., upcoming
surgery) speak to the unit staff early and apply for an extension before the due date.

Unit completion

To pass this unit you must achieve an overall minimum grade of 50%.

Supplementary exams

If you receive special consideration for the final exam, a supplementary exam will be scheduled
in the interval between the unit exam and the start of the next session. By making a special
consideration application for the final exam you are declaring yourself available for a resit during
this period and will not be eligible for a second special consideration approval based on pre-
existing commitments. Please ensure you are familiar with the policy prior to submitting an
application. You can check the supplementary examination information page on FSE101 in
iLearn (bit.ly/FSESupp) for dates, and approved applicants will receive an individual notification
one week prior to the exam with the exact date and time of their supplementary examination.

All classes in BIOL8770 are held on Thursdays at the Sydney Institute of Marine Science (SIMS,
https://www.sims.org.au/)

Practical classes

The practical classes will introduce you to IMOS – Australia’s Integrated Marine Observing

Unit guide BIOL8770 Topics in Australian Marine Science

https://unitguides.mq.edu.au/unit_offerings/122120/unit_guide/print 4

https://ask.mq.edu.au/account/pub/display/unit_status
https://ask.mq.edu.au/account/pub/display/unit_status
https://www.sims.org.au/


Policies and Procedures

System, a national infrastructure facility that collects marine data from Australia’s coasts and
oceans. These data are made publicly available and used by scientists to explore and monitor
biological and oceanographic processes in the coastal and marine environment. In practical
classes you will analyse and interpret remotely-sensed data from IMOS, which provides
comprehensive information on the biological and physical processes of Australia’s coastal and
oceanic waters.

Seminars

The seminar series is built around a range of current research questions in Australian marine
science. Scientists from a number of disciplines will present their research and the most
important research questions in their field in a series of 1-hour seminars. Seminar topics cover
physical and biological oceanography, climate change, molecular ecology, aquaculture, marine
biology and marine geosciences.

Seminars take place weekly after the practical classes.

Macquarie University policies and procedures are accessible from Policy Central (https://staff.m
q.edu.au/work/strategy-planning-and-governance/university-policies-and-procedures/policy-centr
al). Students should be aware of the following policies in particular with regard to Learning and
Teaching:

• Academic Appeals Policy

• Academic Integrity Policy

• Academic Progression Policy

• Assessment Policy

• Fitness to Practice Procedure

• Grade Appeal Policy

• Complaint Management Procedure for Students and Members of the Public

• Special Consideration Policy (Note: The Special Consideration Policy is effective from 4

December 2017 and replaces the Disruption to Studies Policy.)

Students seeking more policy resources can visit the Student Policy Gateway (https://students.m
q.edu.au/support/study/student-policy-gateway). It is your one-stop-shop for the key policies you
need to know about throughout your undergraduate student journey.

If you would like to see all the policies relevant to Learning and Teaching visit Policy Central (http
s://staff.mq.edu.au/work/strategy-planning-and-governance/university-policies-and-procedures/p
olicy-central).

Student Code of Conduct
Macquarie University students have a responsibility to be familiar with the Student Code of
Conduct: https://students.mq.edu.au/study/getting-started/student-conduct
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Student Support

Student Services and Support

Student Enquiries

IT Help

Results
Results published on platform other than eStudent, (eg. iLearn, Coursera etc.) or released
directly by your Unit Convenor, are not confirmed as they are subject to final approval by the
University. Once approved, final results will be sent to your student email address and will be
made available in eStudent. For more information visit ask.mq.edu.au or if you are a Global MBA
student contact globalmba.support@mq.edu.au

Macquarie University provides a range of support services for students. For details, visit http://stu
dents.mq.edu.au/support/

Learning Skills
Learning Skills (mq.edu.au/learningskills) provides academic writing resources and study
strategies to help you improve your marks and take control of your study.

• Getting help with your assignment

• Workshops

• StudyWise

• Academic Integrity Module

The Library provides online and face to face support to help you find and use relevant
information resources.

• Subject and Research Guides

• Ask a Librarian

Students with a disability are encouraged to contact the Disability Service who can provide
appropriate help with any issues that arise during their studies.

For all student enquiries, visit Student Connect at ask.mq.edu.au

If you are a Global MBA student contact globalmba.support@mq.edu.au

For help with University computer systems and technology, visit http://www.mq.edu.au/about_us/
offices_and_units/information_technology/help/.

When using the University's IT, you must adhere to the Acceptable Use of IT Resources Policy.
The policy applies to all who connect to the MQ network including students.

Unit guide BIOL8770 Topics in Australian Marine Science

https://unitguides.mq.edu.au/unit_offerings/122120/unit_guide/print 6

https://student1.mq.edu.au/
https://student1.mq.edu.au/
http://ask.mq.edu.au/
mailto:globalmba.support@mq.edu.au
http://students.mq.edu.au/support/
http://students.mq.edu.au/support/
http://mq.edu.au/learningskills
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/skills-development/getting-help-with-your-assignment
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/skills-development/workshop-calendar
http://ilearn.mq.edu.au/course/view.php?id=16580
http://ilearn.mq.edu.au/course/view.php?id=11590
http://libguides.mq.edu.au/?b=s
https://www.mq.edu.au/about/campus-services-and-facilities/library/contact-us
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/wellbeing/diversity-and-inclusion/accessibility-support
http://ask.mq.edu.au/
mailto:%20globalmba.support@mq.edu.au
http://www.mq.edu.au/about_us/offices_and_units/information_technology/help/
http://www.mq.edu.au/about_us/offices_and_units/information_technology/help/
http://staff.mq.edu.au/work/strategy-planning-and-governance/university-policies-and-procedures/policies/acceptable-use-of-it-resources

	BIOL8770
	Topics in Australian Marine Science
	Session 1, Weekday attendance, North Ryde 2020
	Department of Biological Sciences

	General Information
	Important Academic Dates

	Learning Outcomes
	Assessment Tasks
	General Assessment Information
	Delivery and Resources
	Policies and Procedures
	Student Code of Conduct
	Results
	Student Support
	Learning Skills

	Student Services and Support
	Student Enquiries
	IT Help



