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Disclaimer
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the information may change or become out-dated
as a result of change in University policies,
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version of this publication [or the relevant faculty
or department] before acting on any information in
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Unit guide PHIL2070 Healthcare Ethics

General Information

Unit convenor and teaching staff
Convenor, Lecturer and Tutor
Jane Johnson
jane.johnson@mgq.edu.au

By appointment

Credit points
10

Prerequisites
40cp at 1000 level or above

Corequisites
Co-badged status

Unit description

This unit will introduce students to ethical issues arising in healthcare, and provide a detailed
examination of key issues. The unit will be organised into three sections. The first explores the
rights and duties associated with healthcare at the beginning and end of life. Questions
canvassed may include: What happens when foetal interests conflict with the interests of
parents (who may be genetic, gestational or social)? How can we justify limits in providing
resources to terminally ill patients? Can conscientious objection by healthcare providers be
ethically justified? The second section focuses on ethical issues at the level of healthcare
systems and may involve discussion of questions such as: How do the systems and contexts
within which healthcare practitioners work affect their roles and duties? What kinds of conflict
of interest are prevalent in healthcare systems and what are their consequences? Can codes
of ethics address these issues? The third section investigates justice and equity in healthcare
and may include examination of questions like: Why does ill health track socioeconomic
disadvantage? How does discrimination affect the health of individuals and populations? What
are the ethical consequences of seeking transnational health care, for example, travelling to
obtain an organ transplant?

Important Academic Dates

Information about important academic dates including deadlines for withdrawing from units are
available at https://www.mq.edu.au/study/calendar-of-dates

Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:
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ULO1: Outline key issues in healthcare ethics.

ULO2: Deploy ethical concepts and theories to relevant case studies in healthcare.
ULO3: Critically evaluate arguments relating to key topics in healthcare ethics.
ULO4: Formulate and defend their own ideas with clarity and rigor.

ULOS5: Appeal to relevant concepts to clearly communicate arguments.

Assessment Tasks

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update

Assessment details are no longer provided here as a result of changes due to the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Students should consult iLearn for revised unit information.

Find out more about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and potential impacts on staff and
students

General Assessment Information

Late Submission Penalty Unless a Special Consideration request has been submitted and
approved, (a) a penalty for lateness will apply — two (2) marks out of 100 will be deducted per
day for assignments submitted after the due date — and (b) no assignment will be accepted more
than seven (7) days (incl. weekends) after the original submission deadline. No late submissions
will be accepted for timed assessments — e.g. quizzes, online tests.

Delivery and Resources

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update
Any references to on-campus delivery below may no longer be relevant due to COVID-19.

Please check here for updated delivery information: https://ask.mq.edu.au/account/pub/
display/unit_status

All the weekly readings for the unit will be made available through the Leganto link in iLearn.

Policies and Procedures

Macquarie University policies and procedures are accessible from Policy Central (https://staff.m
g.edu.au/work/strategy-planning-and-governance/university-policies-and-procedures/policy-centr

Teaching:

* Academic Appeals Policy

» Academic Integrity Policy

» Academic Progression Policy
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* Assessment Policy

* Fitness to Practice Procedure

» Grade Appeal Policy

» Complaint Management Procedure for Students and Members of the Public

» Special Consideration Policy (Note: The Special Consideration Policy is effective from 4

December 2017 and replaces the Disruption to Studies Policy.)

Students seeking more policy resources can visit the Student Policy Gateway (https://students.m
g.edu.au/support/study/student-policy-gateway). It is your one-stop-shop for the key policies you
need to know about throughout your undergraduate student journey.

If you would like to see all the policies relevant to Learning and Teaching visit Policy Central (http
s://staff.mqg.edu.au/work/strategy-planning-and-governance/university-policies-and-procedures/p

Student Code of Conduct

Macquarie University students have a responsibility to be familiar with the Student Code of
Conduct: https://students.mq.edu.au/study/getting-started/student-conduct

Results

directly by your Unit Convenor, are not confirmed as they are subject to final approval by the
University. Once approved, final results will be sent to your student email address and will be

student contact globalmba.support@mgq.edu.au

Student Support

dents.mq.edu.au/support/

Learning Skills

Learning Skills (mqg.edu.au/learningskills) provides academic writing resources and study
strategies to help you improve your marks and take control of your study.

» Getting help with your assignment

» Workshops

» Academic Integrity Module

The Library provides online and face to face support to help you find and use relevant
information resources.

» Subject and Research Guides

e Ask a Librarian
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Student Services and Support

Students with a disability are encouraged to contact the Disability Service who can provide
appropriate help with any issues that arise during their studies.

Student Enquiries

For all student enquiries, visit Student Connect at ask.mq.edu.au

If you are a Global MBA student contact globalmba.support@mq.edu.au

IT Help

For help with University computer systems and technology, visit http://www.mq.edu.au/about us/
offices and_units/information _technology/help/.

When using the University's IT, you must adhere to the Acceptable Use of IT Resources Policy.
The policy applies to all who connect to the MQ network including students.
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