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Unit guide COMP8700 IT Professional Practice

General Information

Unit convenor and teaching staff
Unit Convenor and Lecturer

Dr. Xiao Cheng
xiao.cheng@mgq.edu.au

Contact via +61 2 9850 9572
Room 319, 4 Research Park Drive
By Appointment

Co-Lecturer

Dr. Adnan Mahmood
adnan.mahmood@mgq.edu.au
Contact via +61 2 9850 9079
Room 286, 4 Research Park Drive
By Appointment

Credit points
10

Prerequisites
COMP6150

Corequisites
Co-badged status

Unit description

Although constantly evolving, the IT industry has garnered robust professional processes and
practices over the years. This unit will equip students with the necessary knowledge to situate
themselves within an IT organisation, and gain an understanding of the mechanisms and
responsibilities that come with their role. Through collaboration with peers, students will learn
how to utilise agile development to investigate new technologies, thoughts and tools within the
professional practice of IT. Students will be exposed to ethical and legislative scenarios and
case studies where they must leverage their new understanding of IT professional practice to
analyse how to navigate these scenarios.

Learning in this unit enhances student understanding of global challenges identified by the

Infrastructure
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Important Academic Dates

Information about important academic dates including deadlines for withdrawing from units are
available at https://www.mq.edu.au/study/calendar-of-dates

Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

ULO1: Recognize and relate the different roles within IT organizations (including
corporate and administrative roles) and their contributions to industry processes.
ULO2: Execute agile processes and healthy interpretations of constructive criticism in
teamwork driven environments.

ULO3: Articulate and weigh the differences between innovation, entrepreneurship and
impact.

ULO4: Examine the feasibility and effectiveness of different approaches to IT practice,
thought and techniques.

ULOS5: Apply professional codes of ethics, including ACS code of professional ethics,
and societal considerations to complex real-world IT challenges.

ULOG: Identify key Cyber Security considerations and implications, and propose

approaches to strengthening security.

General Assessment Information

Requirements to Pass the Unit

To pass this particular Unit, a Student must satisfactorily attempt All Assessments and achieve a
Total Mark equal to or greater than 50%.

Assessments Release Dates
+ Assessment 1 — Reflective Report : Specifications to be released no later than Monday,
July 27, 2026.
+ Assessment 2 — Systematic Review Report : Specifications to be released no later than
Monday, August 31, 2026.
+ Assessment 3 — Presentation : Specifications to be released no later than Monday,
October 5, 2026.

Late Assessment Submission Policy

* 5% Penalty — If you submit your Assessment late, 5% of the Total Possible Marks
would be deducted for each day (including weekends) up to 7 days.

o Example 1 (Out of 100) — If you score 85/ 100 but submit 20 hours late, you
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would lose 5 Marks and receive 80 / 100.
o Example 2 (Out of 30) — If you score 27 / 30 but submit 1 day late, you
would lose 1.5 Marks and receive 25.5 / 30.
+ After 7 Days — Submissions more than 7 days late would receive a Mark of 0.
+ Extensions
o Automatic Short Extension — Some Assessments are eligible for Automatic Short
Extension. You can only apply for an Automatic Short Extension before the due
date.
o Special Consideration — If you need more time owing to serious issues and for
any Assessments that are not eligible for Automatic Short Extension, you must

apply for Special Consideration.

Generative Al Usage

Assessments 1 (Reflective Report) and 2 (Systematic Review Report) are Al Open while
Assessment 3 (Presentation) is Al Observed.

The university has taken a ‘two lane’ approach with GenAl: assessments can be Al Open
(meaning students complete the assessment in their own time and may use GenAl) and
Observed (students complete assessments in supervised environments, where use of Al is
controlled or not permitted). More information on the use of GenAl in Assessment can be found h

Assessment Tasks

Weighting Hurdle Groupwork/Individual Short Extension Al Approach
Presentation  40% No 26/10/2026 Individual No Observed
and 02/11/
2026, in
seminar
30% No 18/10/2026 Group No Open

30% No 06/09/2026 Individual Yes Open

Presentation

Assessment Type !: Presentation task
Indicative Time on Task 2: 40 hours

Due: 26/10/2026 and 02/11/2026, in seminar
Weighting: 40%
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Groupwork/Individual: Individual
Short extension 2: No
Al Approach: Observed

Students will be required to pick a particular weekly reading and present their respective critique
of the reading in the form of an oral presentation, i.e., in light of the learnings embedded in the
unit.

On successful completion you will be able to:
» Execute agile processes and healthy interpretations of constructive criticism in teamwork

driven environments.
* Articulate and weigh the differences between innovation, entrepreneurship and impact.
» Examine the feasibility and effectiveness of different approaches to IT practice, thought
and techniques.
» Apply professional codes of ethics, including ACS code of professional ethics, and

societal considerations to complex real-world IT challenges.

Systematic Review Report

Assessment Type : Written Submission
Indicative Time on Task 2: 30 hours
Due: 18/10/2026

Weighting: 30%

Groupwork/Individual: Group

Short extension 3: No

Al Approach: Open

A handful of topics pertinent to the discipline will be made available. Students, in the form of
groups, will pick a particular topic and produce a review report by systematically analyzing,
evaluating, and relating bodies of literature.

On successful completion you will be able to:
» Execute agile processes and healthy interpretations of constructive criticism in teamwork

driven environments.

 Articulate and weigh the differences between innovation, entrepreneurship and impact.

» Examine the feasibility and effectiveness of different approaches to IT practice, thought
and techniques.

* Apply professional codes of ethics, including ACS code of professional ethics, and
societal considerations to complex real-world IT challenges.

* |dentify key Cyber Security considerations and implications, and propose approaches to

strengthening security.
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Reflective Report

Assessment Type : Reflection task
Indicative Time on Task 2: 30 hours
Due: 06/09/2026

Weighting: 30%
Groupwork/Individual: Individual
Short extension 3: Yes

Al Approach: Open

Students will produce a reflective report by critically analyzing a particular experience, event,
situation, or learning relevant to the discipline, and by evaluating its impact on their respective
understanding, skills, and future actions.

On successful completion you will be able to:
* Recognize and relate the different roles within IT organizations (including corporate and

administrative roles) and their contributions to industry processes.

» Execute agile processes and healthy interpretations of constructive criticism in teamwork
driven environments.

 Articulate and weigh the differences between innovation, entrepreneurship and impact.

« Examine the feasibility and effectiveness of different approaches to IT practice, thought
and techniques.

» Apply professional codes of ethics, including ACS code of professional ethics, and

societal considerations to complex real-world IT challenges.

T If you need help with your assignment, please contact:

+ the academic teaching staff in your unit for guidance in understanding or completing this
type of assessment

» Academic Success for academic skills support.

2 Indicative time-on-task is an estimate of the time required for completion of the assessment
task and is subject to individual variation.

Connect Portal.

Delivery and Resources

Seminars

Live (In-person) Seminars would be held from Weeks 1 — 13, and would provide an opportunity
for Students to ask Questions pertinent to the Weekly Topic(s) and to clarify anything that they
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might not be sure of. Owing to the nature of this Unit, the Live (In-person) Seminars

encourage Students to engage in a number of Brainstorming Activities and, therefore,
participation in these Sessions is of the essence and critical to Students' success within this Unit.
Also, Learnings embedded in these Sessions are indispensable for Assessment 1 — Reflective
Report, Assessment 2 — Systematic Review Report, and Assessment 3 — Presentation.

Assessments

Assessments will be made available on iLearn and would be submitted via Turnitin.

Recommended Readings

Students are highly encouraged to read the recommended respective Weekly Reading(s) in a bid
to gain a solid understanding of the Weekly Topics.

Methods of Communication

The Unit Convenor / Lecturer will communicate with the Students via their respective Macquarie
University's Email or through Announcements on iLearn. Queries may either be placed on the

Policies and Procedures

Macquarie University policies and procedures are accessible from Policy Central (https://policie

Learning and Teaching:

* Academic Appeals Policy

» Academic Integrity Policy

» Academic Progression Policy

* Assessment Policy

» Fitness to Practice Procedure

» Assessment Procedure

» Complaints Resolution Procedure for Students and Members of the Public

» Special Consideration Policy

Students seeking more policy resources can visit Student Policies (https://students.mq.edu.au/su
pport/study/policies). It is your one-stop-shop for the key policies you need to know about
throughout your undergraduate student journey.

To find other policies relating to Teaching and Learning, visit Policy Central (https://policies.mq.e

Student Code of Conduct

Macquarie University students have a responsibility to be familiar with the Student Code of
Conduct: https://students.mqg.edu.au/admin/other-resources/student-conduct
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Results

directly by your Unit Convenor, are not confirmed as they are subject to final approval by the
University. Once approved, final results will be sent to your student email address and will be

MBA student contact globalmba.support@mgq.edu.au

Academic Integrity

At Macquarie, we believe academic integrity — honesty, respect, trust, responsibility, fairness and
courage — is at the core of learning, teaching and research. We recognise that meeting the
expectations required to complete your assessments can be challenging. So, we offer you a
range of resources and services to help you reach your potential, including free online writing an
d maths support, academic skills development and wellbeing consultations.

Student Support

dents.mq.edu.au/support/

Academic Success

Academic Success provides resources to develop your English language proficiency, academic
writing, and communication skills.

» Ask a Study Coach
» Access StudyWISE

* Upload an assignment to Studiosity

» Complete the Academic Integrity Module

The Library provides online and face to face support to help you find and use relevant
information resources.

» Subject and Research Guides

e Ask a Librarian

Student Services and Support

Macquarie University offers a range of Student Support Services including:

* IT Support

» Accessibility and disability support with study

* Mental health support

» Safety support to respond to bullying, harassment, sexual harassment and sexual

assault

» Social support including information about finances, tenancy and legal issues

https://unitguides.mq.edu.au/unit_offerings/174472/unit_guide/print 8


https://student1.mq.edu.au/
https://student1.mq.edu.au/
https://connect.mq.edu.au/
mailto:globalmba.support@mq.edu.au
https://students.mq.edu.au/study/assessment-exams/academic-integrity
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/writing
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/personal
http://students.mq.edu.au/support/
http://students.mq.edu.au/support/
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/writing
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/writing/ask-a-study-coach
http://ilearn.mq.edu.au/course/view.php?id=16580
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/writing/studiosity
https://ilearn.mq.edu.au/course/view.php?id=11590
http://libguides.mq.edu.au/?b=s
https://www.mq.edu.au/about/facilities/library/about-us/contact-us
https://students.mq.edu.au/support
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/technology/service-desk
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/accessibility-disability
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/personal/counselling
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/personal/social-support
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/personal/social-support

Unit guide COMP8700 IT Professional Practice

» Student Advocacy provides independent advice on MQ policies, procedures, and

processes

Student Enquiries

Got a question? Ask us via the Service Connect Portal, or contact Service Connect.

IT Help

For help with University computer systems and technology, visit https://students.mq.edu.au/supp
ort/technology/service-desk.

When using the University's IT, you must adhere to the Acceptable Use of IT Resources Policy.
The policy applies to all who connect to the MQ network including students.

Changes from Previous Offering

No major change in the delivery of the Unit is planned. However, in response to ACS
requirements, the assessment structure has been refined to ensure clear coverage of
cybersecurity, ethics, and professionalism. Please note that the Unit Convenor highly values
student feedback and continually seeks to improve the way this Unit is offered. Accordingly,
students are encouraged to provide constructive feedback to the Unit Convenor.

Unit information based on version 2026.05 of the Handbook
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