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Disclaimer

Macquarie University has taken all reasonable
measures to ensure the information in this
publication is accurate and up-to-date. However,
the information may change or become out-dated
as a result of change in University policies,
procedures or rules. The University reserves the
right to make changes to any information in this
publication  without notice. Users of this
publication are advised to check the website
version of this publication [or the relevant faculty
or department] before acting on any information in
this publication.
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Unit guide SPHL3300 Language as Evidence

General Information

Unit convenor and teaching staff
Unit Convenor

Mitchell Browne
mitchell.borowne@mqg.edu.au

lain Giblin
iain.giblin@mgq.edu.au

Credit points
10

Prerequisites
50cp at 2000 level or above including 20cp from (LING210-220 or LING2210-2240 OR
PSY238 or PSYU2238)

Corequisites
20cp in LING or SPH or SPHL units at 3000 level

Co-badged status

Unit description

In this unit, you will integrate material covered in previous units to learn how your program of
study fits together. You will explore the use of different types of empirical linguistic data to
investigate aspects of language as small as the phoneme or as large as whole texts. The unit
is project-based, enabling you to prepare for postgraduate and research studies in speech,
hearing and language sciences, or for a wide range of professions in which collection or
analysis of language data is relevant. Also covered are topics relating to the research process
more generally, including: critical evaluation of the literature; ethical issues in research;
defining research questions; collecting, presenting, analysing and interpreting quantitative and
qualitative data; providing constructive peer feedback; and effective oral and written
presentation skills.

Important Academic Dates

Information about important academic dates including deadlines for withdrawing from units are
available at https://www.mq.edu.au/study/calendar-of-dates

Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

ULO1: Identify research methods relevant to the study of speech, hearing and language
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sciences

ULO2: Describe the strengths and limitations of various speech, hearing and language
research techniques

ULO3: Identify methods for collecting and analysing empirical speech, hearing and
language data

ULO4: Formulate and refine research questions in speech, hearing and language
sciences

ULOS: Develop research protocols for presentation in both oral and written form, and
revise proposals in light of peer feedback

ULOG: Critically evaluate published research

Assessment Tasks

Weighting Hurdle Groupwork/Individual Short Extension Al Approach
Project proposal ~ 50% No 06/11/ Individual Yes Open
2026
Oral 25% No Weeks 9/ Individual No Observed
presentation 10
Reflection 25% No 23/10/ Individual Yes Open
Portfolio 2026

Project proposal

Assessment Type 1 Written Submission
Indicative Time on Task 2: 53 hours
Due: 06/11/2026

Weighting: 50%

Groupwork/Individual: Individual

Short extension 3: Yes

Al Approach: Open

You will submit a proposal for an individualised research project that you have designed over the
course of the unit. The proposal will cover the following aspects: Project Title, Aims and
Background (including literature review), Significance and Innovation, Design, Methods, National
Benefit.

On successful completion you will be able to:
* |dentify research methods relevant to the study of speech, hearing and language

sciences
» Describe the strengths and limitations of various speech, hearing and language research

techniques
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* |dentify methods for collecting and analysing empirical speech, hearing and language
data

* Formulate and refine research questions in speech, hearing and language sciences

» Develop research protocols for presentation in both oral and written form, and revise
proposals in light of peer feedback

+ Critically evaluate published research

Oral presentation

Assessment Type : Presentation task
Indicative Time on Task 2: 20 hours
Due: Weeks 9/10

Weighting: 25%

Groupwork/Individual: Individual
Short extension 2: No

Al Approach: Observed

You will deliver a 4-minute oral presentation with two (2) accompanying PowerPoint slides in
your tutorial class. The oral presentation and PowerPoint slides should provide a summary of the
essential aspects of your project proposal under the following headings: Project Title, Aims and
Background, Significance and Innovation, Design and Methods, National Benefit.

On successful completion you will be able to:
+ |dentify research methods relevant to the study of speech, hearing and language

sciences

» Describe the strengths and limitations of various speech, hearing and language research
techniques

+ |ldentify methods for collecting and analysing empirical speech, hearing and language
data

+ Formulate and refine research questions in speech, hearing and language sciences

» Develop research protocols for presentation in both oral and written form, and revise
proposals in light of peer feedback

+ Critically evaluate published research

Reflection Portfolio

Assessment Type : Portfolio
Indicative Time on Task 2: 14 hours
Due: 23/10/2026

Weighting: 25%
Groupwork/Individual: Individual
Short extension 3: Yes
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Al Approach: Open

The portfolio will comprise written reflections of research culture and overarching themes of the
unit.

On successful completion you will be able to:
+ |dentify research methods relevant to the study of speech, hearing and language

sciences

Describe the strengths and limitations of various speech, hearing and language research

techniques

+ |dentify methods for collecting and analysing empirical speech, hearing and language
data

* Formulate and refine research questions in speech, hearing and language sciences

+ Critically evaluate published research

T If you need help with your assignment, please contact:

+ the academic teaching staff in your unit for guidance in understanding or completing this
type of assessment

» Academic Success for academic skills support.

2 Indicative time-on-task is an estimate of the time required for completion of the assessment
task and is subject to individual variation.

Connect Portal.

Delivery and Resources

This unit is taught through a 2 hour intensive lectures (weeks 1-3, and 1 hour lecture in week 4),
and 2 hour tutorials (weeks 2-11).

There is no assigned textbook. Instead, for each week you are assigned reading material.
Discussions in the tutorials and assessment tasks are expected to be drawn from the readings
and the lectures. All readings are available through the Leganto reading list, accessible via the
iLearn page.

Enrolment in this unit entails engagement in a range of face-to-face and online learning activities,
including lectures and tutorials, pre-tutorial activities, and readings. Resources are available
through the iLearn website for this unit. Technologies used include video, Echo360 and other
online resources. Active participation in the learning activities throughout the unit will require
students to have access to a tablet, laptop or similar device.
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Policies and Procedures

Macquarie University policies and procedures are accessible from Policy Central (https://policie

Learning and Teaching:

» Academic Appeals Policy

» Academic Integrity Policy

* Academic Progression Policy

» Assessment Policy

* Fitness to Practice Procedure

» Assessment Procedure

» Complaints Resolution Procedure for Students and Members of the Public

» Special Consideration Policy

Students seeking more policy resources can visit Student Policies (https://students.mq.edu.au/su
pport/study/policies). It is your one-stop-shop for the key policies you need to know about
throughout your undergraduate student journey.

To find other policies relating to Teaching and Learning, visit Policy Central (https://policies.mqg.e

Student Code of Conduct

Macquarie University students have a responsibility to be familiar with the Student Code of
Conduct: https://students.mq.edu.au/admin/other-resources/student-conduct

Results

directly by your Unit Convenor, are not confirmed as they are subject to final approval by the
University. Once approved, final results will be sent to your student email address and will be

MBA student contact globalmba.support@mgq.edu.au

Academic Integrity

At Macquarie, we believe academic integrity — honesty, respect, trust, responsibility, fairness and
courage — is at the core of learning, teaching and research. We recognise that meeting the
expectations required to complete your assessments can be challenging. So, we offer you a
range of resources and services to help you reach your potential, including free online writing an
d maths support, academic skills development and wellbeing consultations.

Student Support

dents.mq.edu.au/support/
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Academic Success

Academic Success provides resources to develop your English language proficiency, academic
writing, and communication skills.

» Ask a Study Coach
* Access StudyWISE

* Upload an assignment to Studiosity

» Complete the Academic Integrity Module

The Library provides online and face to face support to help you find and use relevant
information resources.

» Subject and Research Guides

e Ask a Librarian

Student Services and Support

Macquarie University offers a range of Student Support Services including:

* IT Support

» Accessibility and disability support with study

* Mental health support

» Safety support to respond to bullying, harassment, sexual harassment and sexual

assault

» Social support including information about finances, tenancy and legal issues

» Student Advocacy provides independent advice on MQ policies, procedures, and

processes

Student Enquiries

Got a question? Ask us via the Service Connect Portal, or contact Service Connect.

IT Help

For help with University computer systems and technology, visit https://students.mq.edu.au/supp

ort/technology/service-desk.

When using the University's IT, you must adhere to the Acceptable Use of IT Resources Policy.
The policy applies to all who connect to the MQ network including students.

Unit information based on version 2026.02 of the Handbook

https://unitguides.mq.edu.au/unit_offerings/176561/unit_guide/print

7


https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/writing
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/writing/ask-a-study-coach
http://ilearn.mq.edu.au/course/view.php?id=16580
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/study/writing/studiosity
https://ilearn.mq.edu.au/course/view.php?id=11590
http://libguides.mq.edu.au/?b=s
https://www.mq.edu.au/about/facilities/library/about-us/contact-us
https://students.mq.edu.au/support
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/technology/service-desk
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/accessibility-disability
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/personal/counselling
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/personal/social-support
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/personal/social-support
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/personal/advocacy
https://connect.mq.edu.au/
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/centres/service-connect
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/technology/service-desk
https://students.mq.edu.au/support/technology/service-desk
https://policies.mq.edu.au/document/view.php?id=234
https://coursehandbook.mq.edu.au/

	SPHL3300
	Language as Evidence
	Session 2, In person-scheduled-weekday, North Ryde 2026
	Department of Linguistics

	General Information
	Important Academic Dates

	Learning Outcomes
	Assessment Tasks
	Project proposal
	Oral presentation
	Reflection Portfolio

	Delivery and Resources
	Policies and Procedures
	Student Code of Conduct
	Results
	Academic Integrity
	Student Support
	Academic Success

	Student Services and Support
	Student Enquiries
	IT Help



